Running Head: NETWORK ENGINEERING AS A CAREER
     NETWORK ENGINEERING AS A CAREER                                                                                          4







Network Engineering as a Career
Name:
Institute:
Tutor:
Date:







       A career in network engineering is not only interesting but challenging. It's interesting in a way that there is always a new thing one can learn and practice every day. The network engineering job has a high demand in the market thus makes it a well-paying job. As a network engineer, the career entails various job descriptions like designing, implementing, developing, supporting or maintaining of communication networks and this makes it challenging and enjoyable in a good way (Morris, Fustos & Haga, 2012). In case of system failure, and depending on the nature of the failure, sometimes it becomes challenging for the systems to be up and running on time or at all. This could affect the daily running of an organization, and it could suffer a great loss.
     To become a network engineer, one can study Bachelor's Degree in any computer related field like computer engineering, network engineering or Information Technology. There are various certificates one can have to become a network engineer, some of which include Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP), Cisco Certified Internetwork Expert (CCIE) and Wireshark Certified Network Analyst (WCNA). The experience required is one need to have worked as a network administrator or with Information Technology systems. Furthermore, some of the skills required in network engineering include problem-solving skills, excellent communication skills, interpersonal skills, time management skills and analytical skills (Fasano, 2015). 
       The expectation in this career field is growth. Most large companies with sophisticated Information Technology systems are hiring network engineers to design, maintain or support their network systems. An example of the growth of this field is the United Kingdom. One can be able to get an entry-level job in this field if he or she has sufficient experience with IT systems, although some employers like banks may prefer to hire graduates directly. Once a person has the related education background, experience, knowledge, and skills in this field, one can get the job easily in any corporate firm or government.
         Up-to-date knowledge is one of my strengths. The field requires one to be up-to-date to be effective in implementing the roles given. By understanding the business and industry needs of the employer, I can be able to get extensive knowledge on the network systems of the organization and the expected challenges that could occur and be able to put measures that would prevent such occurrences; thus preventing any loss to the organization. 
Strength has great attention to details. I can thoroughly and accurately complete the allocated tasks. When it comes to designing, programming or maintaining any network system, it requires an engineer to be thorough, accurate and effective for the system to work. Any details that could be missed during the above-mentioned process could lead to failure of the systems to work properly (Ahuja, Magnanti & Orlin, 2014). 
     Furthermore, problem-solving skills as strength are very important in any organization. As a network engineer, by identifying a problem correctly, one can offer the appropriate solution and avoid unnecessary cost or damage that could occur to the network systems or an organization as a whole. On the other hand, I have low emotional intelligence. Sometimes I may not be able to see what others feel, and sometimes in some situations, my actions could not be appropriate. To deal with this weakness, I try to read some emotional intelligence and human psychology books which are helpful. Lastly, public speaking is another weakness that I am working on (Sennett, 2017).   I am not able to speak to an audience or a group of people. I become shy and nervous when I stand before them. However, I am reading books and online materials on public speaking to deal with this weakness (Carnegie, 2017). 
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